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Dr. Werner Kirchner

Asrojet General Corporation
Yon Kayman Centerx

1100 W. Hollyvale Street
Azusa, California

Deay Dr. Kirchner:

In reviewing my needs for assistance from
outstanding individuale who are pot full-time
menmbers of the U, 8. intelligence community, I
have determined that it is essentizl that I form
a Space Intelligence Panel yreporting to the
Direetor of Central Intelligence. A similar nanel
has existed for a number of yeavrs and made a con-
tinuing contribution to cur understanding of Soviet
strategic weapons systenms,

It will be the function of the Space Intelligence
Panel periodically to examine all aviilable intel-
ligence data bearing on foreign space programs and
to advige me on the signifieance of such develop-
ments. These same results will be made available
to the USIB. This eounmsel will be most helpful in
framing our National Intelligence Estimates, for
which I bear final responsibility. I would also hope
that this panel would examine ouy collection and
analytical resources and advise me as to their ade-
quacy. The panel would normally meet twice a year
for several days so as to keep abreast of new develop-
ments in foreign space programs. Members will serve
for defined, overlapping terms so as to ensure appro-
priate eontinuity.

This matedial centains information affec.ﬁ}?g ﬂ;:
national deleme ol the United f’:tales wntcmst
meaning ol the espronage lan, Title 18, UIS“‘, ecsi
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The status of Boviet plans to land a man on
the moon in competition with Apollo is now very
much on sveryone's nind, and I hope that an early
first meeting of the panel will foocus on this
problenm.

7., Simon Ramo has aocepted ay ianvitatien to
chair the Space Intelligence Papel. I should like
to ask you to serve as a member of this pancl for
the next two yeare, B0 as to make your anigue
experience in our own space programns available to
the national intelligence effort. ¥e hope that you
will find it possible to accept this responsibility.
My beputy for Science and Technelogy, Dr. Albert Wheelen,
will contact you gnd the other members sc as to set
an early date for this cxamination.

Sincersely,

(signed) W. F. Raﬁorn‘{v

¥%. FP. Rabcorn
Direector
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